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Mini-Lesson Plan for Grade Five
	day
	time
	Objective
	materials
	procedure
	assessment

	Monday

	8:00-8:30am
	Oral language and vocabulary
	Marker pens, writing board,
	As the teacher, introduce the lesson by defining what an oral language is, vocabularies, give examples of both, write the examples on the board, ask the students to give examples of common vocabularies, ask for them to give uncommon vocabularies (Whitton et al., 2016). 
	As the students give the examples, they will write them on the board. The will be able to see if they have understood. They will also orally give words (Fujii, 2016). Once each student is able to give a word, the will be sure they have understood. The students will give both old and new vocabularies

	Tuesday
	9:15-9:45am
	Phonics, word patterns and word analysis
	Marker pen, writing board, word bank, texts
	The teacher will define the phonics, word patterns and word analysis. As the teacher defines, one will illustrate with very appropriate examples from the texts (Stigler & Hiebert, 2016). The teacher will ask the students to write sentences and the rest will analyze the words and confirm that the word patterns are correct
	The ability of the students to pronounce words, use the correct intonation. Construct sentences using the correct word patterns, the ability to analyze the words, analyze the texts and vocabularies they will have learnt in the previous class, will assure me of their understanding

	Wednesday
	8:30-9:00am
	fluency
	Novels, English literature, newspapers
	The teacher will explain what fluency is. The teacher will distribute the literature materials and assign some texts to different students. The students will each read the assigned texts. The teacher will encourage the students to consider fluency in their reading.
	As the students read the texts, one will be noting the sound patterns, rhythms, and the smoothness of the flow of words (Echevarria, Vogt & Short, 2016). The ability of the students as they read the texts, to observe all the above, especially having learnt in the previous class the use of word patterns, will be a proof that they are fluent

	Thursday
	9:00-9:30am
	Reading comprehension
	Textbooks, articles, journals
	The teacher will introduce the lesson, make the students understand that the previous lessons had all been building up to help them read and understand. The teacher will assign the texts to various students. They will in turn read the texts. We will all together analyze the comprehensions considering fluency, word patterns and phonetics.
	The teacher will assign the students to each create a comprehension passage. As the teacher marks the students’ passages, it will be key in noting the use and understanding of various vocabularies, the correct use of word patterns, the students’ fluency and their understanding in reading and creating comprehension (Tomlinson, 2016). They must flow the passages. On noting the correct use of all the above, one will be sure of their understanding

	Friday
	8:00-8:30am
	writing
	novels
	In this class, we will together read novels with the students. Our novels shall have an integration of all the previous lessons objectives. Including the ability of the characters in the novel, to use an oral language, fluency, phonics and the smoothness of the text (Skowron, 2015). The novel will have different characters of whom my students shall play their roles as we read. The teacher will then assign the students to each write  a short story with different characters
	The ability of the students to relate with the characters in the novel, play their roles, read fluently, the ability to write some short story with different characters, the use of the oral language in the story, the correct use of word patterns and the ability of the story to flow, will be an assurance that the whole weeks’ lessons have been developmental to the children



Observations in the Reading Classroom
The students understood the use of oral languages. The use and understanding of vocabularies was a challenge in grade five. However, the students were able to come up with new vocabularies. In their writings, the students kept using the very old vocabularies, the common vocabularies that they interact with in a daily basis. They did understand the importance of an oral language though and would hold oral conversations amongst themselves. They however did not understand that it is a significant practice in literature. The students were able write, spell and even read on an average scale. They however were not able to identify new vocabularies neither apply them in their interactions. The students spoken English was average. The students could not adhere to the language arts although they could apply their knowledge to construct simple arguments.
The students in grade five did not also have a good understanding of phonics, word patterns, and word analysis. The students did understand word patterns. They could not however pay attention to phonics in their readings. They could not even analyze words to tell whether they have a particular pattern or not. The students could construct sentences and write texts that consider phonetics. The students did even know what phonics are, word patterns, and word analysis. The students did not have the appropriate literary skills. The students were not engaged in activities that could sharpen and grow their skills on the use of phonics.
The students in grade five lacked the necessary fluency skills they ought to have had. They could however indulge in activities like reading novels in class to ensure they become fluent. The students reading speed was average. The students' readings were fluent but did not flow. The students' accuracy and prosody were average. The students rarely even knew what and why they needed to be fluent.
While reading the comprehension passages, it was clear that the students in grade five knew little on how to read comprehensions. The students were not independent. They could however pay attention to word patterns. They could not flow in their reading of comprehension. The students had a culture of reading numerous comprehensions to enhance their reading and understanding. The reading of comprehensions during every lesson was made mandatory. This would expose the students to many different comprehensions hence improve their understanding. Their thinking capacity and intellectual development would also grow. They would be able to relate what they learn to common practices of life.
In the reading classes, it was evident that the students in grade five had above writing skills. The students did not consider word patterns in writing. They could not make excellent writings. They were not given the opportunity to interact with various forms of writings to improve their skills. Their articulation of matters was average although they could pay attention while reading
How the Observations Influenced the Language Arts Unit Plan
[bookmark: _GoBack]To improve the students' oral language and vocabulary, students were given the chance to identify new vocabularies. They were also taught new vocabularies and how they could be used in sentences. The importance of using new vocabularies was also made clear. According to Fujii (2016), every oral language classes were then structured to have the students give new vocabularies. They would write them on the board and give examples of sentences where they could fit. To handle the students' average understanding of phonics, the students were taught more about phonics, word patterns, and word analysis. The students would then in class identify word patterns from texts that fellow students wrote on the board. This ensured that students seeking to make use of phonics in their later texts (Skowron, 2015). To ensure the student's fluency, reading novels in class was introduced. As students read, the others noted their fluency, flow and made the appropriate corrections.  The corrections in class would help the students pay attention, maintain accuracy and flow in their reading. They would also be able to construct good English sentences considering all the literacy needs. To help improve the students reading and comprehension skills, the students were made to read more comprehension passages in class. The reading together of passages would encourage paying attention to the passages. The more they read, the more understanding the students got. To improve the students' writing skills, the students would be assigned to write some short stories and passages after every writing lesson (Stigler & Hiebert, 2016). In the assignments, they were required to make use of new vocabularies, use phonics, and different word patterns. They were also to be fluent and flowing in their writings. They were also to be very practical. They were to write texts on things they could relate with. This would really boost their writing skills. 
The Reflection of the Language Arts Unit Plan after Teaching
The Language Arts Units Plan had much strength. The introduction of readings in class increased the students' fluency. Their reading comprehension also greatly improved. The reading of novels in class builds the reading confidence of the students. The students became their fellow students' teachers. They would correct their fellow students as they read in class. The ability of the students to relate what they learn in class to daily life practices also became outright. Students were also able to observe phonics in their later writings. The writing assignments are given to students after every writing lesson perfected the students' ability to write. The students' fluency also improved from the daily readings.
The weakness was however not absent.  The lesson included a lot of activities such that the time scheduled for the lesson would run out before all the objectives are achieved. The introduction of reading in class for students reduced the students- teacher relationship. The students mostly interacted with the books more than the way they interacted with their teachers.
What Should Change and Why Make the Change
It is prudent to increase the lesson duration. Instead of thirty minutes every literature class, they would be at least an hour. The extra time will be used to indulge the students in activities that will build their literacy skills. The students will be able to read more novels and passages. They will be able to identify more vocabularies and even engage in oral language conversations.  According to Stigler and Hiebert (2016), the extra readings will also perfect the students' fluency and flow of words. I would also change the oral language and vocabularies' lesson.  Instead of the teacher teaching in class, the students will be teaching others. The students will be engaging in oral conversations with others and be able to identify vocabularies. They will then use these vocabularies in their writing lessons.  The students after the vocabularies' lesson, will construct word banks which will contain these vocabularies that they will be using in their texts writings.  Introduction of arts and skills practical in the oral language lesson. Instead if teaching the students, the teacher organizes the students into groups and they converse orally. This will enhance the students' ability to identify with class work. They will be able to understand more when they do it rather than hear it. The class physical arrangement would also change. The class will be equipped with literacy contents. For example, such words like phonetics definitions should be on the glass walls. These definitions will help the students understand more things (Echevarria, Vogt & Short, 2016). It will also ignite the desire to know more about what they see and read. There should also be a word corner in the class. On that corner on the class writing board, there will be a new vocabulary written every day. This will help the students learn how to spell, pronounce, and use these new vocabularies. They will help the students to improve their readability and in return their understanding.
Lessons from the Mentor Teacher
Students need more practical activities. Too much of teaching theory is monotonous. It does not boost the development of the students' reasoning and intellectual capacities. The teaching using activities is more advantageous. It is a double gain to the students. They will know how to read and write. As they understand reading, the novels and skits they will be doing in class will help them become practical (Whitton et al., 2016). The teacher should also be keen on the students' attention in any literature class. This will ensure the teacher does the necessary corrections in class. This helps students avoid common mistakes. The culture of allowing students to read in class also inculcates fluency, boldness, and perfection of writing skills in students. Some lessons especially those that need practical, should be assigned enough time. This will give the teacher ample time to help the students understand the concepts (Tomlinson, 2016). The students will also be free with the teacher if they can read together. The student-teacher interaction should be developed to a higher level. This will improve the students understanding. They will be free to share experiences, ask questions and even challenge some of the issues they may not clearly understand their practicality.
Conclusion
The students in grade five need a lot of support for their literacy skills to be strengthened. Their learning should be made more practical than theoretical. Students' literature classes should be allocated more time. The teachers must be keen on the students' attention while reading. The physical arrangement of the classroom is also important in enhancing students' growth and development, especially in literary studies.
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